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SOFLO Booster Club Info 
Overview of SoFlo Booster Club 

AquaKids SHARKS Swim Team (AKS) competes in USA Swimming sanctioned competitions as a 
part of the South Florida Aquatic Club. “SOFLO” is the premier Swim Team in South Florida and 
gives our small team better ability for relays and competing for team championships, it allows 
enables our state and national level swimmers us access to a long course training facility at the 
SOFLO Pembroke Pines location. As a part of SOFLO, each AKS family is required to be part of 
the SOFLO Booster Club. The Booster Club is made up of parents dedicated to supporting the 
activities, swim meets and SHARK Races offered by SOFLO and AKS throughout the year. A 
successful Booster Club requires that every family become a member and complete hours by 
volunteering in SOLFO activities. 

Requirements of the Booster Club: 

● Each family is required to pay a membership fee of $120.00. The funds are used to 
support the hosting and operations of SOFLO meets and AKS SHARK Races. Membership 
fees can be prorated (please see table below). 

● As a member of the booster club, every family is required to complete 36 volunteer 
hours per calendar year. Volunteer hours can be prorated (please see table below). 

● SOFLO typically hosts several meets (and AKS SHARK Races) a year that not only require 
the support of the booster club, but offer plenty of opportunities to complete the 36-
hour requirement. 

● Families who are unable to complete 36 hours by the end of the calendar year, will be 
required to pay $10.00 for every hour not met. For instance, if you are only able to 
complete 20 hours over the calendar year, you will be required to pay $160.00 at the 
end of the year.  

● Opportunities for earning hours may also be available at the WCS pool through Shark 
Races, championship dinners, and social events. 

Booster Club Hours FAQs: 

What are service hours?  

Service hours are “units” of volunteerism. A service hour is equal to an hour of volunteering at a 
swim meet, function or event hosted by the Booster Club. 
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Why do I need to do service hours? 

Without volunteers, SOFLO, AKS and the Booster Club could not hold swim meets, races, 
holiday parties, banquets or pre-championship meet dinners. Being able to do these types of 
things is very important to the SOFLO team leadership, the Booster Club, and most importantly, 
the swimmers. In order to have a pool of volunteers available to help with these events, each 
SOFLO family is required to be a member of the Booster Club, and the Booster Club in turn asks 
its member families to do service hours. 

How many service hours do I need to do? 

Each Booster Club member family is asked to do 36 service hours every calendar year. This is 36 
hours per family, not per swimmer. 

My swimmer/family just joined the team. Do I still need to do 36 hours? 

New member accounts have their service hours’ requirement pro-rated in their first year. It 
works out to 3 hours per month. For example, if you join the team in late June, your 
requirement will be 6 service hours (3 for July and 3 for August). 

How do I make sure I receive credit for my service hours? 

If volunteering at a meet or other event: 

1. Sign up for a position on the SOLFO TeamUnify website 
(https://www.teamunify.com/Home.jsp?team=fgcppcst) in advance. Families receive 
emails from the SOFLO Booster Club letting you know jobs are available. The “Job sign 
up” tab is available next to the upcoming meet. PLEASE NOTE the time you will need to 
be available for the job. Some jobs (e.g. gate) require early arrival.  

2. Then, on the day of the meet or other event, check in with the following: 

a. For a swim meet: 

i. Meet referee (if you are an official) 

ii. Head timer (if you are a timer) 

iii. Volunteer coordinator/check-in at the gate (if you are working any other 
position) 

3. For an event other than a swim meet:  

a. The person coordinating the event 

When the Booster Club asks for donations: 

1. The online job sign-up will have a place to log donations online.  

https://www.teamunify.com/Home.jsp?team=fgcppcst
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2. Sign-up online to make a donation, then bring the donation, and the corresponding 
receipt, to the team office or directly to the meet or event. Make sure the donation is 
acknowledged by office staff or other Booster Club representative. 

Check your account several days after the event. If you believe there is an error, please email 
the Booster Club boosterclub@swim4comets.com. 

I don't know how to sign-up to volunteer to work / sign-up to make a donation / check my 
account. 

You need to know how to do these things. Please contact Nestor Mateus or Andrea Golding the 
Booster Club email boosterclub@swim4comets.com. They are running periodic orientation 
sessions for new or existing members where these procedures are explained in detail. 

At AKS, you may contact Laura Dinehart, at dinehart@fiu.edu for information.  

For a variety of reasons, I can’t possibly do 36 service hours. What are my options? 

For people who are very time-limited, the Booster Club offers two options: 

1. Donations of goods or services, when the Booster Club calls for it. One service hour will 
be given for every ten-dollar donation. 

2. Pay the Booster Club ten dollars for each service hour you can’t do. 

How many hours do I get for a donation of ___ in goods or services? 

When the Booster Club requests donations, the minimum dollar value to receive a service hour 
is $10. After that threshold, the value of the donation will be rounded to the nearest ten-dollar 
amount then divided by 10 to get the number of service hours. So, a donation of $9 receives no 
service hours. A donation of $16 receives 2 service hours. A donation of $34 gets 3 service 
hours. 

I haven’t completed my hours within a calendar year. What happens next? 

You will receive a bill in September for $10 for each un-worked hour in the previous year. For 
example: If you did 28 service hours this year, that leaves 8 hours un-worked. You will receive a 
bill for $80. Please note that this will be in addition to the $120 annual membership fee for the 
yearly membership fee Booster Club members are required to pay. 

I have received my bill. What happens if I don’t pay it? 

Booster Club members that have not paid their membership fee or their service hours’ fee by 
October (reminder that all fees are collected in September), the swimmer will not be able to 

mailto:dinehart@fiu.edu
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participate in any subsequent Booster Club supported activities. IF for some reason you are 
unable to cover the fees charged to you in September, please see Coach Lou before the 
penalties take effect. These activities include: home swim meets, local non-home swim meets, 
travel meets, dinners, parties, and/or banquets. Swimmers will still be able to practice with the 
team, but will not be able to sign up to enter meets or other activities. 

I haven’t done my 36 hours for one year, but my friend has done more than 36 hours. Can 
they transfer some of their hours to me? 

No. This is not allowed. 

Can another member volunteer or make donations on my behalf? 

Yes. But it must be done carefully to make sure that the hours are correctly attributed. Here are 
some examples: 

1. Don signs up online to work as a timer at a meet, but is not present at the meet. Laura is 
not signed up to work, but ends up timing in place of Don. In this example, Laura will be 
credited with service hours because there is no clarity that Laura is working to donate 
her hours to Don. 

2. Don signs up online to work as a timer at a meet, but is not present at the meet. Laura is 
not signed up to work, but arrives at the meet and declares to the head timer that they 
will work as a timer in place of Don. In this example, Don will be credited with the 
service hours and Laura will not. 

3. Don signs up online to make a donation in support of an event. Laura purchases the 
goods and, at the time of delivery, declares to the person accepting the donation that 
they are making the donation on behalf of Don. In this example, Laura will be credited 
with service hours and Don will not. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



  5 

  

Prorated Hours: 

 

Month Fees Hours 

September $120.00 36 

October $110.00 33 

November $100.00 30 

December $90.00 27 

January $80.00 24 

February $70.00 21 

March $60.00 18 

April $50.00 15 

May $40.00 12 

June $30.00 9 

July $20.00 6 

August $10.00 3 
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How to check your hours: 
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